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I shate here a poem I wrote at the end of my time in Ghana as a Trent student, a poem

partially inspired by the Baobab tree we saw in Doku on that very first transact walk/Jon

The Closing Remarks of a Delinquent (Ghana, 1998)
Excuse me,
do you think we could all gather
under the Baobab
for a picture?

a picture of all that | want
to remember;

a picture of people whose faces
are already etched in my mind
as individuals
but not as a group;

let's call it a group picture then, ok?

It's just over there, the tree;
you can't quite see it from here
(the other trees are in the way)
but it’s there; | believe it stands just there.

Could | just get a picture of all of you
under its shade
under its twisty

windy
deeply chaotic
branches?
under its solid
mysterious
deeply calming
trunk?

Could | just capture for a moment

the way your smiles make me smile too

the way you pose for the camera makes you feel right there

the way the wind in the branches produces ripples of light across
your faces?

Could | just ask you,
my friends
to step over there so that
when | am too far away to ask
| can pull this now tattered picture
from the envelope | keep it in
so | can again return to the moment
| said
“Excuse me,
do you think we could all gather
under the Baobab
for a picture?




Colie - I am truly honoured to call you my
friend. You are a person of great integrity,

committed to exposing injustice and fighting T B e il
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for a better world. You have imparted these “L EINGR GI!EL-
fa 4 3 m e :
values to generations of T1G students who i gdre.welton
- — o 52 = “oF .'

emphasise the impact you have had on their
lives. We are indeed fortunate to have had you
as a colleague for 25+ years and to have
benefitted from your wisdom, knowledge and
legendary hospitality (together with Mary). Your
legacy with TIG alumni will be long-lasting and
deep. We are deeply grateful for all you have

done. T know we will stay in touch. Paul
Shaffer

My teacher, my co-worker, my mentor, and
my friend for over 20 yeats! It'd be hard to
imagine my experience in Ghana without
your support and guidance. I will forever be
changed by our long conversations (over
the best mangoes I've ever had before or

since) about community, mutual aid, unity

and radical empathy. A hearty cheers to you,
Coley! Elissa Janca
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