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Key Canadian Actors in Impact 

Investing in Emerging Markets

2



2021-02-19

2

Strengths in Agriculture, Climate 

Finance and Gender Equality
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Canadian Climate Fund for the Private Sector

Canada Forum for Impact Investment 
and Development
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1. Construct and execute a ten -

year strategy

Over a ten -year timeframe to 2030, 
including ESG and venture philanthropy, 

sequence initiatives using grant, debt and 
guarantees early, moving toward less 

well -known and more complex 
instruments and policies in the middle 

and latter parts of the decade, with 
regular, independent reviews of progress 

prior to each new phase.
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$45 Bn in 
Potential ESG 
Investment
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2. Combine awareness -building 
strategies and early -stage financing

To increase public awareness and an 
appetite among social enterprises to 

compete for early -stage financing, examine 
the potential adaptation to Vietnam of the 

successful weekly television series in Sri 
Lanka, Alt Pavura (The Tuskers), where social 

entrepreneurs pitch their businesses to 
individual impact investors who, when 

convinced, provide small investments for 
early -stage and growth social ventures.
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3. Remove geography as a barrier, build 

customer -responsive TA capacity

In Canada, with support from the McConnell Foundation, the 
federal government and major corporates, the Community 
Economic Development Technical Assistance Program 
provided small, quick grants to CED organizations and social 
businesses to test or expand their business models, 
ramp up marketing or seek capital. A prequalified 
pool of TA organizations was developed, strengthened 
and animated. A follow -on instrument designed by 
McConnell is Innoweave, an online platform that offers 
coaching in social innovation and social finance, in response 
to sector needs, via training and tools provided by experts, 
again on a responsive basis.
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4. Create a multigenerational, 

multidisciplinary talent pool

Integrate skills and knowledge for ESG and impact 

investing, SME and social enterprise management, and 

social and public policy, targeting current and future 

professionals in finance and investment, business 

management, technology, public policy, non -profits and 

philanthropies, evaluation, gender equality, urban 

planning and agronomy, among others, from all parts of 

the country. This new cohort of impact practitioners 

should be able to obtain successively more advanced 

and specialized training and certification as their careers 

progress over 15 -20 years.
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5. Increase awareness of the business 
case for gender lens investing

Through webinars, courses, blogs and research, leading external 
actors and their local partners should make the business case for 
supply - and demand -side capacity building of products, policies 
and investment professionals to boost 
gender lens investing in WSMEs, social 
enterprises and larger companies. 
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6. Build impact measurement and 

management capacity in gender lens 

investing

A priority should be placed on the development 

of usable guides, tools and metrics to enable 

private, public and philanthropic funds and 

businesses to measure -efficiently, tech -enabled 

and in real time -the impacts of GLI by business 

stage, sector and geography. Provide training 

and education programs to support investment 

professionals, especially women, and other 

ecosystem actors, to adopt and utilize them.
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7. Establish multi -level government -
sector policy vehicles

Implement a collaborative approach involving leaders 
from government, impact investing and social business 

at the global, national and provincial levels, moving 
from planning and design to implementation at an 

accelerated pace and using adaptive management. 
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Social Finance Fund

8. Recruit higher education institutions 
as investors, investees and builders
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In addition to academic and professional education, training, action 

research and internships, higher education institutions, can adopt social 

procurement policies and build community -partnered social infrastructure 

projects like mixed -use, mixed -income 

affordable housing, offering impact investors 

lower risk, hard -asset investments, creating 

new social facilities, and generating local jobs.




